CMS 3340 National Cinemas

Deconstructing Disney /Bonner


Pinocchio (1940, 78 min.)
Directors: Norman Ferguson, T. Hee, Wilfred Jackson, Jack Kinney, Hamilton Luske, Bill Roberts, Ben Sharpsteen
Writers: from the story by Carlo Collodi, Ted Sears, Otto Englander, Webb Smith, William Cottrell, Joseph Sabo, Erdman Penner, Aurelius Battaglia, Bill Peet

Producer: Walt Disney

Original Music: Leigh Harline, Paul J. Smith

Animation Director: Art Babbitt

Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com):
Inventor Gepetto creates a wooden marionette called Pinocchio. His wish that Pinocchio be a real boy is unexpectedly granted by a fairy. The fairy assigns Jiminy Cricket to act as Pinocchio's "conscience" and keep him out of trouble. Jiminy is not too successful in this endeavor and most of the film is spent with Pinocchio deep in trouble.
Cast:

Pinocchio (Dickie Jones) 

Jiminy Cricket (Cliff Edwards) 

Geppetto (Christian Rub) 

The Blue Fairy (Evelyn Venable)

Donkeys / Gideon (hiccup) / Marionette Soldiers (Mel Blanc)

Carnival Barkers (Don Brodie) 

J. Worthington Foulfellow (Walter Catlett)

Birds (Marion Darlington) 

Lampwick (Frankie Darro) 

Stromboli / The Coachman (Charles Judels)

Rough House Statue (Jack Mercer)

Marionettes (Patricia Page) 

Questions for Discussion:

1.  How does the Disney film differ from the original Collodi fairy tale? What changes did Disney make and why are these changes significant?

2.  What are the consequences of Pinocchio’s decisions and actions, and what do they teach children viewing the film?

3.  How are femininity and masculinity constructed in Pinocchio? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of females and males.

4.  How are race, ethnicity, and class constructed in Pinocchio? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of differing races and classes.

5.  What are some possible “positive” readings of the film? What “good” lessons does the film teach? Give examples and explain why.
